Journalists targeted in Sierra Leone
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A Nigerian soldier of the regional intervention force,
ECOMOG, stands guard during an evacuation of
Freetown residents in the Sierra Leonean capital.

Journalists targeted in
Sierra Leone

Press group: two more dead
in rebel ‘reign of terror’

Bv Sandhya Nankani
MSNEC

NEW YORK Jan. 22 — With fighting still raging in Sierra
Leone on Friday, an international press monitoring
group says there is a deliberate campaign to target
journalists. So far, the New York-based Committee to

Protect Journalists said four journalists have been
killed.
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Journalists targeted in Sierra Leone

‘Journalists have
become targets of
retribution in

Freetown.’
— KAKUNA KERINA

Committes to Protect Joumnalists

A West African ECOMOG

COMMITTEE MEMBERS noted that the recent death of an
Associated Press television producer and the shooting of another
was only one of many attacks in recent days by rebels who view
the media of pursuing a pro-government line.

The committee, suddenly able to reach its sources in Sierra
Leone when telephone lines returned to service on Tuesday, said
the situation as very grim for journalists covering the civil war.

According to the group’s Africa Program Director, Kakuna
Kerina, members of the rebels entered Freetown with a list of
journalists who were to be eliminated for their “anti-RUF”
coverage of the country’s civil war.

“Journalists have become targets of retribution in Freetown, ”
said Kerina.

“Immediately as
soon as rebels came into
town, journalists were
targeted.”

The report, released
Wednesday, sheds new
light on the Jan. 10
shooting of the
Associated Press
Atlantic reporter, Myles Tierney.

Ocean ™. by Revolutionary United
N Front (RUF) rebels was
ERIA | part of a deliberate
policy to intimidate the

i mf’&"“ press. [an Stewart. AP’s
= Q West Africa bureau chief
MSNEC based in Abijan, was
shot in the head and was evacuated for treatment to London,
where he was said to be improving.

The group also highlighted several more incidents of violence
against the press in recent weeks. It said journalists in Sierra
Leone have become “targets of retribution by rebel forces.”
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REIGN OF TERROR

The CPJ quoted its sources saying that on Jan. 9, two days
after rebel forces attacked and took over the capital city. local
journalists were being killed by rebels in Freetown.

Reporter, Jenner “J.C.”" Cole was allegedly abducted by RUF
rebels from his residence in central Freetown, along with several
other journalists who lived in the area. Cole was being taken to a
RUF base in the Eastern Freetown but the abduction was
interrupted by an attack by an Alpha Jet belonging to the
Nigerian-led ECOMOG peacekeeping forces.

During the air attack, Kerina said, “all the abducted
journalists except Cole escaped. Cole was shot in the head by his
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